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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockbridge 
Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1937. 

Section  A* — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions* 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  83,672 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  18,960 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  5,921 

Ratio  of  population  to  inhabited  houses  ...  3‘2 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £97,738 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £419 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  388 


The  District  is  chiefly  a  Rural  one  and  most  of  the  land  is 

devoted  to  pasture  and  agricultural,  dairy-farming  being  the 

principal  industry.  Three  parishes  are  urban  in  type  and  many  of 
their  inhabitants  work  in  the  Town. 


A  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  other  parishes  also  work  in  Town, 


Live  Births — 


Vital  Statistics,  1937. 


M.  F. 
Legitimate  144  130 

Illegitimate  ...  1  7 

Still  Births —  ...  7  9 

Deaths  ...  119  87 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 


Total!  Birthrate  per  1,000  of 
374  the  estimated  pop- 

8  )  ulation  ...  1 4*8 

16  Pate  per  1,000  (live 
and  still  births)  53 

306  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  pop¬ 
ulation  ...  10'8 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births 

0  ...  0 

0  ...  0 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  42 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  43 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  oc 

,,  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  from  Whooping  Coughs  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  0 


Of  all  causes  of  death,  Heart  Disease  accounted  for  63’ 
Pneumonia  7,  Tuberculous  7,  other  Circulatory  21. 


There  was  no  excessive  mortality  from  any  cause.  The  death 
rate  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  low. 

The  report  has  to  include  any  evidence  of  conditions  exer¬ 
cising  any  significant  influence  in  the  health  or  physique  of  children 
or  adults. 


The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  children  has  been 
largely  due  to  the  cheap  milk  available  in  the  schools.  Some 
country  people  have  difficulty  in  getting  fresh  milk.  If  cheaper 
milk  were  available  for  agricultural  workers,  it  would,  I  think,  have 
a  greater  effect  on  their  health  and  contentment  than  the  provision 
of  better  housing. 
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The  Country  is  a  more  suitable  place  for  the  mental  and  physical 
development  of  children  than  the  Town.  A  Head  Teacher  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  country  encouraged  individual  development  and 
prevented  the  development  of  the  herd  and  gang  instincts.  The 
action  of  the  Educational  Authorities  in  moving  older  rural  children 
into  the  Town,  to  Schools  in  the  outskirts  of  the  Towns,  and  older 
children  away  from  Schools  near  their  homes  is,  I  think,  more 
likely  to  permanently  empty  the  country  than  any  of  the  minor 
disabilities  of  the  agricultural  worker. 

Owing  to  the  breaking  up  of  large  estates  the  importance  of 
the  School  in  holding  the  village  together  has  increased.  For¬ 
tunately,  the  Country  Schools  attract  a  very  good  type  of  headmaster, 
one  who  likes  the  country  and  is  able  to  hold  his  own  in  the 

village.  Unfortunately,  the  importance  of  his  work  and  influence 
in  the  general  well-being  of  the  village,  and  especially  among  the 
older  boys  and  young  men,  is  not  fully  realised. 

The  provision  of  a  suitable  practical  education  for  older  rural 
children  in  Schools  near  their  homes,  would  enable  the  children  to 
make  the  most  of  country  conditions.  This,  and  the  provision  of 
cheaper  milk  for  agricultural  workers,  appear  to  be  the  urgent 
necessities  in  the  country 

Section.  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
adjoining  Urban  District  of  Romsey. 

(b)  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a  whole-time  Officer. 

(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  is  no  nursing  arrangement  or  contribution  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(a)  General,  by  Parish  Nurses,  supported  by  voluntary 
subscriptions. 

(b)  In  cases  of  Ophthalmia  and  Puerperal  Fever  not  requiring 
hospital  treatment,  nursing  is  provided  where  necessary, 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 
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(3)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  provides  facilities  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations. 

(4)  Legislation  in  Force. 

There  are  no  adoptive  acts  in  force  and  the  only  local  Bye¬ 
laws  and  Regulations  are  Building  Bye-laws.  Bye-laws  with 
lespect  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  were  in  force  in  parts  of  the 
Area.  Bye-laws  for  the  whole  Area  were  adopted  in  1935. 

(5)  Hospitals. 

General.— The  Romsey  and  District  Hospital,  the  South¬ 
ampton  Hospitals  and  the  County  Hospital  at  Winchester  are  those 
principally  used.  The  local  Sanitary  Authority  as  such  make  no 
contribution.  The  Hospital  provision  for  the  area  is  adequate. 

Infectious— Where  cases  cannot  be  satisfactorily  nursed 
at  home,  they  are  admitted,  by  arrangement,  to  the  Southampton 
Isolation  and  the  Salisbury  and  District  Isolation  Hospitals.  On 
the  whole,  the  arrangements  under  this  head  are  sufficient  and 
satisfactory,  and  they  are  economical. 

Small- Pox. — Provision  is  made  by  the  County  Authority. 

Institutional  Arrangements  for  Un-Married  Mothers. — 
Arrangements  are  made  by  the  County  Authority,  Mothers’  Hostel, 
Waltham  House,  Epsom  and  the  Diocesan  Maternity  Home 
North  Walls,  Winchester. 

Fu bercu losis.  Fhe  County  Council  provides  Hospitals  and 
Dispensaries. 

Bone  and  Joint  Tuberculosis. —  Lord  Mayor  Treloar 
Cripples’  Hospital,  Alton,  children;  King  George’s  Sanatorium, 
men;  Royal  Sea  Bathing,  Margate,  men  and  women.  Cases  are 
admitted  to  the  above  Hospitals  by  arrangement. 

i 

The  County  Council  have  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  at  Broughton,  Houghton,  Kings  Somborne,  Lockerley, 
Millbrook,  Mottisfont,  North  Baddesley,  Romsey,  Stockbridge  and 
Wallop. 

Orthopedic  Clinics.— Children  from  the  area  attend  the 
clinics  at  Eastleigh  and  Andover. 

Ambulance  Facilities.— For  infectious  cases  an  ambulance 
is  provided  by  the  Hospital, 
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Section  C* 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area* 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A  Sewerage  Scheme  for  Millbrook  and  a  Drainage  Scheme  for 
part  of  North  Baddesley  have  been  under  consideration  by  the 
Council. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  County  Council  Inspectors 
have  taken  the  following  samples  during  the  year  :  Barley  sugar  1 , 
blanc  mange  1,  biscuits  1,  butter  5,  cocoa  1,  cornflower  1,  tinned 
cream  1,  Demerara  sugar  2,  lard  1,  marmalade  1,  Mercury  ointment 
1,  new  milk  52,  milk  chocolate  1,  oxo  1,  sausage  3,  treacle  1,  and 
whisky  2.  One  sample  of  new  milk  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
and  the  rest  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

Section  F. 

Prevelance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases* 

The  admission  of  senior  and  other  children  to  Romsey  Schools 
from  different  areas  of  the  Rural  District  and  the  nearness  of  a 
large  Borough  to  parts  of  Rownhams  and  Millbrook  has  rendered 
the  control  of  infectious  diseases  more  difficult.  There  was  an 
epidemic  of  Influenza  in  January,  Mumps  in  April  and  June  and 
Whooping  Cough  in  September  and  November. 

Nursling  School  was  closed  for  Mumps  and  Braislffield  School 
for  Whooping  Cough. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  arrangements  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  at  the  County 
Laboratory. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  the  fumigation  of  rooms 
and  then  contents  by  foimahn  vapour.  There  is  no  steam 
disinfector,  but  where  it  is  considered  necessary  the  infected 
articles  are  sent  to  the  station  of  a  neighbouring  authority. 

Information  of  disease  is  received  from  Head  Teachers  and  is 
especially  useful  in  mild  or  doubtful  cases  where  a  practitioner 
has  not  been  consulted. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year,  1937. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937  : 


Ratio  of  non-notiiied  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis 
deaths=0. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations  1925. 

There  was  no  action  under  these  Regulations,  no  case  to 
which  they  apply  having  been  met  with.  Nor  was  there  any  case 
for  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

The  Public  Administration  with  regard  to  Tuberculosis  cases 
and  the  arrangements  made  for  them,  are  carried  out  by  the 
County  Authority  and  are  detailed  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Six  copies  of  the  Report  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  of  Health,  one  copy  to  the  Home  Office,  and  one  copy 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  as  soon  as  printed. 
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TABLE, 


Causes  of  Death  in  Romsey  and  Stockbridge  Rural  District ,  1937. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


Causes  of  Death 


All  Causes 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  cough  . 

Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

Syphilis 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

Diabetes 

•  •  •  • 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

Heart  disease 
Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

Bronchitis 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

Peptic  ulcer 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  liver,  &c. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  &c.  ... 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformatio 
&c. 

Senility 
Suicide 

Other  violence 
Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Special  causes  (included  in  No.  35  above 
Smallpox 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

Pilioencephalitis 


Males 


119 


2 

19 

1 

4 

40 

12 

5 
3 

1 

2 


5 

4 


3 
6 
2 
1 

4 


Females 


87 


6 

3 

4 

23 

9 

2 

4 


3 

1 


6 

6 

2 
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I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  TATE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  for  the 

Year  1937* 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  Conservancy  system  is  in  general  use  in  the  District  with 
the  exception  of  houses  which  use  the  water  carriage  system  in 
conjunction  with  cesspools.  Some  of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  of 
Millbrook  drain  into  the  Sewers  of  the  Southampton  Corporation. 

Scavenging. 

Scavenging  schemes  are  arranged  in  the  larger  Parishes  by 
the  Parish  Councils. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  under  part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1873  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Foimal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  Notices  served...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  Inspections  made  under  Part  2  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930,  and  Part  1  of  the  Housing  Act,  1923  ...  608 

Formal  notices  served  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Water), 

Act,  1878  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

Formal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Rural  District  Councils 
(Slaughter  Houses)  Order,  1924,  and  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  ...  ...  31 

Formal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 

1926  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Formal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Building  Bye-laws  ...  201 

Formal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  •••  •••  8 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Smoke  A  batement . 

The  aie  no  factories  in  the  District. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  or  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District 
governing  Houses  let  in  Lodging  or  Accommodations  for  Hop- 

piCKcl  S* 

Bye-laws  for  the  control  of  Offensive  Trades,  approved 

September,  1896,  are  in  force  in  the  Parishes  of  Millbrook  and 
Chil  worth. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  are  controlled  by  Bye-laws  approved 

1935. 


Housing  Statistics. 


1. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

/  To^aI  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  and  number  of 
inspections  made 


(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 
neading  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925,  and  number 
of  inspections  made 

*  *  *  •••  ... 

(3)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  be 
dangerous  to  health  and  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-headings)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


604 


201 

2 

151 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 


(1)  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  ...  J 

*  *  *  •••  •  • 

(2)  Number  of  New  Private  Houses  since  December,  1936 


Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  ...  _  300 

Number  of  Cows  in  the  District  (approx.)  4755 

Ten  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  for  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  by 

the  County  Public  Health  Department.  No  samples  were  found 
Tuberculous. 


There  are  no  licensed  dealers  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1923,  in  the  District. 
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Meal  and  other  Foods. 

Thir|y-four  Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Rural 
District  Councils  (Slaughter  Houses)  Order,  1924,  and  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 


Housing  Act ,  1935 — Overcrowding. 

1.  (1)  Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ...  64 

(2)  Nqsmber  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  64 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  328 

2.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(1)  Number  of  overcrowded  cases  relieved  during  the  year  14 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  69 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  The  number  of  (a)  Council  Houses,  (b)  other  houses  found 

to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  (a)  Council  Houses,  (b)  other  houses  disinfected  0 

G.  V.  WILLIAMS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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